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with his nephew Charles, to whom at his death he left
the Chiswick business.

There is not much to be said of the work of the
elder Whittingham. He confined his attention to
the issue of small books, such as the British Classics,
which he began to print in 1803. His books are
chiefly notable for the printing of the woodcuts,
which by the process known as overlaying, he
brought to great perfection. His relations with the
publishers were, however, none of the best. They
accused him of piracy, and considered it to be
against the best interests of the trade to issue small
and cheap books. The productions of the elder
Whittingham's press have, moreover, been largely
overshadowed by those of his nephew.

Charles Whittingham the younger was a genuine
artist in printing. He loved books to begin with,
and thought no pains too great to bestow upon their
production. Born at Mitcham, on 30th October
1795, he was apprenticed to his uncle in 1810. In
1824 he was taken into partnership, but this lasted
only four years, and he then set up for himself at 21
Took's Court, Chancery Lane. A near neighbour of
his at that time was the publisher William Pickering,
who since 1820 had been putting in the hands of the
public some excellently printed and dainty volumes.
It is stated in the Dictionary of National Biography
that the series known as the Diamond Classics was
printed for Pickering at the Chiswick Press. But
this was not the case. He had no dealings whatever